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You have been called to investigate a bank robbery that took place during the banks normal operating hours. Once on scene you are told that a person came into the occupied bank, displayed a hand gun and forced one of the bank tellers at gunpoint to open her cash drawer. The teller complied with the suspect, the suspect then took all of the money in the cash drawer, fired a shot from their handgun into the ceiling and fled the bank.
a) What types of evidence do you think you could collect from this scene?
The kind of evidence to be collected from this scene could either be testimonial or physical. Testimonial/ direct/ prima facie evidence refers to evidence given by people who were present. For example an eye witness pointing to someone who committed a crime. Such people qualify as primary witnesses. I could ask the bank employees and specifically the bank teller to describe the robber, for instance his height, complexion, age and what he was wearing.
Physical evidence on the other hand, refers to evidence that can connect the suspect to the crime. For example physical examination of the bullet that was fired into the ceiling. Also, there may be fingerprints left at the scene or pry marks on a door where the robber entered from.
b) Discuss the crimes that took place and whether they are a violation of state or federal laws and provide the correct case law reference for the violations.
On matters crimes that took place, there was intimidation to the bank teller. This is because he was threatened at gunpoint. This means he was put into fear as was seen in the case of United States v Askari.[footnoteRef:1] This was also held in the case of United States v Jackson.[footnoteRef:2] This is a federal crime. [1:  140 F3d [3d circuit. 1998]]  [2:  56 Fd 112 [2d circuit. 1977]] 

Also, the crime of bank robbery was committed. This is because the bank was robbed as the robber took all the money. This is a federal crime as provided for by the Bank Robbery and Incidental Crimes Act.[footnoteRef:3] This was also seen in the case of United States v Alessandro.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  Section 2113 (a)]  [4:  637 F2d [3d circuit.]] 

There is also the crime of robbery with violence which is a state crime. This is because the robber had a weapon, which is a gun. This is as was seen in the case of McLaughlin v United States.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  476 U.S 16 [1986]] 

c) Discuss what you believe to be the two most important aspects regarding the identification and seizure of evidence in case and why.
In identifying evidence in this case, I would rely on availability of the evidence and its reliability. This would be the two most important aspects in identification and seizure of the evidence. The evidence being testimonial and physical means that some people would be required to give an account of what happened and some materials would be used to investigate who the robber was. These people would mostly being bank employees and specifically the teller who was held a gun. The materials to be used would range from the bullet shot at the ceiling to carrying out assessments on areas the robber touched.
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